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Re: United States v- Ariston Dickson 

Case No.: 2012 CF1 18405 



Dear Ms. Pipe: 

This letter is to confirm the pre-indictment plea offer for your client Ariston Dickson 

StTrtvoke this plea offer a t any lime before your client enters a guilty plea in 
Ss c^e If you client accepts the terms and conditions set forth below, please have your chart 
^JlSLat in theVce provided below. Upon receipt of g^^Stt 
letter will become the plea agreement between your client and the _ Office of the United States 
Attorney for the District of Columbia. The terms of the offer are as follows. 



> In accepting this plea offer, the government wiU not require « 
agreement until the preliminary hearing currently scheduled for January 11, 2013. However 
nSa~^e us wkh your client's decision as to whether he will be accepting this offer by the 
? ^TMir<teSL mentioned above so that we may alert the Court as to how we will 

;~ d0 9 ;jl^ 

client rejects this plea offer. 



X . Your client, Ariston Dickson, agrees to admit guilt and enter a plea of guilty to 
one count of each of the following offenses: 

a ' Voluntary Manslaughter in violation of D.C. CODE § 22-2105. You, client 
understands that the offense of Voluntary Manslaughter carries a potential 
maximum penalty of thirty (30) years of incarceration. 

I InlRwful Possession of a Firearm, in violation of D.C. CODE § 22-4503 
I) IT yZ Snt understands that the offense of Unlawful Possession 
Si Firearm carries a potential maximum penalty of ter > (10 years o 
incarceration, with a mandatory minimum penalty of one (1) year ot 
incarceration. 

2 Your client understands that the Government will reserve step-back pending 



case. 

4. 



, To consider and accept this plea offer, your client must agree to waive the 
detention hearing currently scheduled for January 11, 2013. 

5 The parties further agree that your client, after taking an oath to tell the truth, shall 
agree to the attached factual proffer in open court on the date of the plea. 

e, Your client understands that subject to the terms and conditions set forth in 
paragra h 8 blw ^"'may utilize the District of Columbia Sentencing Commission s 
C Sentencing Guidelines in imposing the sentence in this case. 

7 Your client and the Government agree that a sentence of 96 months (8 years) of 
incarceration is the appropriate sentence in this case. 

s Your client and the Government agree, pursuant to Rule 11(e)(1)(C) of the 

approval If the C ourt accept 3 me pie a & m Court wiU embody in the judgment 

the plea agreement pursuant to Rule , (e (4 01 * p WQuld then be bound by this plea 

^ sn — with 



• „nt,af Rule \Ue)(4) will inform the parties ofits rejection of the plea agreement, and 

contemplated by this agreement. 

9 Your client agrees that this letter is binding on the Government but not binding 

on me Court, Jd ^ 
sentence imposed by the Court. 

10 The charge to which your client would be entering a guilty plea is a crime of 
- , a t- ■ VwTn P Code 8 23-1331(4) Your client acknowledges and has been made 

another opportunity to have the DNA tested in this case. 

11 Your client also agrees that if any illegal firearms or illegal contraband were 

^Lction of sai/firearms or contraband by any .aw enforcement agency mvolved m the 
seizure of these items. 

1 7 Tn entering this plea of guilty, your client understands and agrees to waive certain 
rights aLded to yoT^tby thelonstiLtion of the United States and/or^ .J 

^^^Z^^^Z^ "lint Ts ttlSTKlL 

a th™ o be assiteVby an attorney at trial and the right to confront and cross-examme 
witnesses. 

1 3 Tins letter sets forth the entire understanding between the parties and ^onstitutes 
the complete plea agreement between your client and the United States Attorney's Office for the 
UsZtl Co^bif This agreement supersedes all prior understandings, prormses, agreements, 
or conditions, if any, between this Office and your client. 



Sincerely, 

RONALD C. MACHEN JR. 
United States Attorney 
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JEFFREY R. RAGS DALE 
MICHELLE D. JACKSON 
Assistant United States Attorneys 
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DEFENDANT'S ACCEPTANCE 



I have read or had read to me each of the four pages constituting this plea agreement and 
have discussed it with my attorney, Judith Pipe. I fully understand this agreement and agree to it 
without reservation. I do this voluntarily and of my own free will, intending to be legally bound. 
No threats have been made to me nor am I under the influence of anything that could impede my 
ability to understand this agreement fully. I am pleading guilty because I am in fact guilty of the 
offenses set forth herein. 

I reaffirm that absolutely no promises, agreements, understandings, or conditions have 
been made or entered into in connection with my decision to plead guilty except those set forth 
in this plea agreement. I am satisfied with the legal services provided by my attorney in 
connection with this plea agreement and matters related to it. 

Arlston Dickson 
Defendant 



ATTORNEY'S ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

I have read each of the four pages constituting this plea agreement. I have fully reviewed 
and discussed the provisions of the agreement with my client, and I am satisfied that my client 
understands all of its terms and conditions. These pages accurately and completely set forth the 
entire plea agreement. I concur with my client's decision to plead guilty. 
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PROFFER OF FACTS 

The government would have proven beyond a reasonable doubt that on Monday, October 
22 2012 at approximately 1:33 a.m., the defendant, Ariston Dickson, was in Witness Ps 
bedroom 'at M 27 th Street, S.E., Apartment m Washington, D.C. Witness 1 and the 
defendant were watching movies in the bedroom when the victim, Robert Lesueur, also known 
as Mo, began knocking on the apartment door. The victim and Witness 1 had a child in 
common, and the victim had just moved out of the apartment. 

When the victim began knocking on the door, Witness 1 left the bedroom and went to the 
front door of the apartment to confront the victim. Witness I did not let the victim into the 
apartment, but was speaking with him through the door, asking the victim to leave. Initially, the 
victim stated that he just wanted his cell phone charger from inside the apartment. However, 
when Witness 1 indicated that it was not going to let the victim into the apartment, the victim 
became insistent upon entering the apartment The victim began banging and kicking on the 
door, and stated words to the effect of "if someone is in there, let me know," and "open this door 
or I will kick it down; if someone is in there he has to see me." At no time did the victim slate 
that he had a weapon or threaten any kind of bodily harm. 

The defendant was still in Witness l's bedroom, silting on the bed. When the victim's 
banging and kicking on the door became more insistent, the defendant rolled a black ski mask 
over his face, covering his entire face except his eyes. 

The victim forced open the front door of the apartment, When the defendant heard the 
door being forced open, he removed a loaded 9 mm caliber handgun that he had brought with 
him to Witness t's apartment. While holding the gun, he extended his arm towards the open 
bedroom door. When the victim appeared in the doorway of Witness I "s bedroom - completely 
unarmed - the defendant shot at the victim three times. Two of the shots took effect, and the 
victim collapsed to the ground. The defendant, stiU wearing the black ski mask, lied the 
apartment. 

The victim was shot once in the face and once in the chest. He was transported to Prince 
George's County Hospital, where he died from his injuries on October 22, 2012, at U:09 a.m. 

After his arrest, the defendant spoke with law enforcement and admitted that he knew 
Witness 1 had been in a relationship with the victim, that he brought the gun with him to Witness 
1 ' S apartment, and that he put on his ski mask white the victim was kicking on the front door. 
The defendant further admitted that he had the gun pointed at the door before the victim arrived 
in the doorway so that as soon as the victim walked in the door, the victim would see the gun. 
Finally, the defendant admitted that he fired the gun three times. 
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When the defendant shot the victim he did not have a reasonable belief that he was in 
danger of serious bodily injury or that such force was necessary to defend against the victim's 
actions. 

The defendant was previously convicted of Possession of a Regulated Firearm by a 
Person under 21 Years of Age in Maryland, a crime punishable by imprisonment for a term 
exceeding one year. 



DEFENDANT'S ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

I have read or had read to me the Government's Proffer of Facts, setting forth the facts in 
support of my guilty plea. I have discussed the Government's Proffer of Facts fully with my 
attorney, Judith Pipe. I fully understand this proffer and I acknowledge its truthfulness, agree to it, 
and accept it without reservation. I do this voluntarily and of my own free will. No threats have 
been made to me nor am I under the influence of anything that could impede my ability to understand 
this proffer fully. 



Date: \~ % ~* ^ 

Ariston Dickson 

Defendant 




ATTORNEY'S ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

I have read the Government's Proffer of Facts as to my client's guilty plea. I have reviewed 
the entire proffer with my client and have discussed it with him fully. I concur in my client's 
agreement with and acceptance of this proffer. 



Date: 



Judith Pipe 

Counsel for Ariston Dickson 
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DEFENDANT'S AGREEMENT TO WAIVE DNA TESTING 

My attorney has discussed the contents of this plea agreement with me, including the fact 
that I may request or waive DNA testing (or independent DNA testing, if applicable). I 
understand the conditions of the plea and agree to them, I knowingly, intentionally, and 
voluntarily waive and give up DNA testing (or independent DNA testing, if applicable) of any 
biological materials in this case. I further state that I am fully satisfied with the services my 
attorney has provided to me and am fully satisfied with the explanation my attorney has provided 
me concerning the terms of the plea offer, the potential evidentiary value of DNA evidence in 
this case, and the consequences of waiving and giving up DNA testing in this case and pleading 
guilty. 



Date 



Ariston Dickson 
Defendant 



Date 




Dickson 
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